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Abstract 
The provision of Islamic school is essential in Malaysia as the majority of the population (64%) is Muslim. The 
purpose of this paper is to identify types and facilities of Islamic School in Perak and area regeneration contribution 
to the school. The methods adopted for this study are document analysis and survey questionnaire that had been 
distributed to the parents and teacher of the Islamic school. The result indicates that the respondent agreed that 
facilities provided at the Islamic school are inadequate. Findings from this research highlight government and school 
management roles in managing inadequate facilities in the school.  
 
© 2014 Published by Elsevier Ltd. Selection and peer-review under responsibility of the Centre for Environment-
Behaviour Studies (cE-Bs), Faculty of Architecture, Planning & Surveying, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia. 
 
Keywords: Islamic school; school facilities; guideline, and management  
1. Introduction  
Malaysia encourage early education to the children started at the age of four through the provision of 
kindergarten supervise by Ministry of Rural and Regional Development (KEMAS). While Ministry of 
Education manages both primary and secondary school that offered education for children from seven 
years old to seventeen years old. The children then can pursue their study either at matriculation, 
foundation, diploma or degree provided by Ministry of High Education. There are three type of Islamic 
school that has been identified in the state of Perak which are Sekolah Menengah Agama Negeri 
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(SMAN), Religious School of Government Assistance (Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan, SABK) and 
People’s Religious Schools (Sekolah Menengah Agama Rakyat, SMAR). This research will focus on two 
types of Islamic school perak which are SABK and SMAR. Early stage of the research is focused only on 
the People’s Religious School (SMAR). However as Religious School of Government Assistance 
(SABK) is originally a SMAR it was decided that the research should concern both SMAR and SABK in 
Perak. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 1. Distribution of Sekolah Menengah Agama Rakyat  and Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan in Perak 
Based on the research done, there is no specific guideline provided for Islamic school in Perak. 
According to Kementerian Pendidikan Malaysia, (1992:25), SAR building was built by local community, 
and some of it was aided by government. The idea of SAR came from local people in order to provide 
formal education to their children specifically in the religious field. Physical aspects of SMAR such as 
land, building, books and school facilities was provided by local people (Kementerian Pendidikan 
Malaysia, 1996:4). SMAR is usually manages by individual or board of governance set up by the school 
themselves. The school operated formally and has its own administration system which not operated 
under state government (Kementerian Pendidikan Malaysia, 1989:1).  
In order to improve SMAR, an effort had been made at the national level by upgrading Sekolah 
Menengah Agama Rakyat  and Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan. Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan and 
still maintains Sekolah Menengah Agama Rakyat  original characteristics. As the school become federal 
government responsibilities, assistance given by Jabatan Pendidikan Malaysia can be standardize much 
easier. This was in line with Jabatan Pendidikan Agama suggestion to approve teachers’ assistantship for 
the state government schools (Kertas Kerja dan Taklimat Mesyuarat Kementerian Pendidikan dan Exco 
Pendidikan Negeri, 1989:3).  
Result of 44th MKI (Majlis Kebangsaan Bagi Hal Ehwal Ugama Islam Malaysia) meeting on the 8th 
February 2005 agreed on the development of SABK. The meeting also agreed to take over state religious 
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schools including; Sekolah Rendah Agama Negeri (SRAN), Sekolah Menengah Agama Negeri (SMAN), 
Sekolah Agama Rakyat (SAR) and Maahad Tahfiz gradually, so that it will be manage by Kementerian 
Pendidikan Malaysia. Table 1. below shows the comparison of guideline for secondary school in Perak 
and Selangor. 
Table 1. Comparison of guideline for secondary school in Perak and Selangor. 
2. School Environment and Facilities 
A good school offered a well disciplined and wholesome education setting in addition with good 
maintenance and systematic building arrangements (Claus and Girrbach 1985). Bowers and Burkett 
(1989) and Chan (1996) believe that a well equipped and modern learning environment with adoption of 
Guideline JPBD Selangor guideline for Secondary school and 
Islamic secondary school 
JPBD Perak guideline for Secondary school 
Flat area 3.6 hectare (9 acre) 3-4.8 hectare (8-12 acre) 
Hilly area 4.5 hectare (11 acre) 4-6 hectare (10-15 acre) 
Size (Max) 30-35 students/class* (one session school) 30-35 students/class* (one session school) 
Population  9000 population (1 school for 2-3 neighborhoods) Not more than 1260 students/ minimum 9000 
population 
1 school for 2-4 neighborhoods (10% of the 
population in the secondary aged) or 1000 
students 
Location  20m(66”) (in the neighborhood) 
Providing service road 12.2m (40”) 
Providing public transport 
0.4-0.8km / 5 min-10min journey to the farthest house 
Far from the intersection 
Lay-by for drop-off and pick-up 
0.8-1.6km or 20 min walking distance 
  
Parking 0.5 car park/ 2 staff 
Additional 20% car park for visitor 
Additional 1 motorcycle space/ 30 students 
- 
Facilities 
Component 
Fence surround the school 
Signage of school and address in jawi and roman 
Toilet  
Field  
Canteen and hall 
Flag poles (min 3 units) 
Court 
Library 
Surau  
Electric substation 
Shaded pathway 
1 entrance 
1 post guard 
Lay-by  (min width 3.5m) for school bus and car 
Fields can be use by the community 
 
Principal and management office 
Teacher room/ staff room 
Library  
Laboratory and workshop 
Canteen 
Hall 
Field/ football field/ netball court 
Court  
Toilet and bathroom 
Post guard 
Dumpsite  
Car, motorcycle and bicycle parking 
Lay-by for bus 
Pathway 
Surau/ prayer room 
Water tank and electric substation if necessary  
The school layout was divided into 4 main 
zone according to its function which is: 
x Management Zone 
x Academic Zone 
x Residential Zone 
x Recreation Zone 
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latest technology able to help student to perform better in education. Other than that physical factor of the 
school such as building age and condition, maintenance, façade, climate and lighting affect the student 
well being in term of physical and psychological. In addition to that a school is a symbol of community 
dedication toward dedication hence it must be functional and economical (TACIR,2003). However, 
Earthman and Lemasters, 1996 believe that school building is the minor factor that affects the student 
ability to learn as it was mainly affected by their parent background and behavior and also, their home 
environment. Educator and teacher role are to mitigate this problem and help student to perform better.  
3. School and Regeneration  
Improving the young generation life style and opportunity is the purpose of regeneration, and the key 
to achieve that is through education (Crowther, Cummings, Dyson and Millward 2003). There are three 
basic model of school contribution for area regeneration emerged. 
Regeneration of physical facilities in Islamic school in Perak will help the students to attained better 
performance in regards of the academic preference they choose. Hart and Johnston 2000, believe that 
regeneration provide an important roles for the business community to assist education system to evolve 
from the ‘failing school’ phenomena. This relationship contribute to the improvement of school 
management, curriculum and teaching learning methodology, teachers education and knowledge, real 
world experience for students ads strategies and analysis for school. Regeneration will help Islamic 
school in Perak to improve their physical facilities and help to increase their student performance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2. Basic Model of Contribution for Regeneration  
Community Resourcing 
Model 
Individual Transformation Model Contextual Transformation Model 
Provide access to community 
especially the poor to the school 
facilities and expertise 
 
Focus on enhancing young generation 
life-chances by improving their 
education performance 
 
Including family and community in order to 
improve student performance and develop 
variety of characteristic and quality from 
students 
Basic Model of Contribution for Regeneration 
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4. Methodology 
Document analysis was adopted to identify the list of Islamic school in Perak, the issues and problems 
of the Islamic school and the strategies and suggestion to improve physical condition of Islamic school in 
Perak. Survey questionnaire were designed for parents and teachers of Islamic school in Perak in 
intention to identify their perception on the school facilities and condition. The surveys were distributed 
in the March 2014 and the surveys were returned by postage until May 2014. 1340 forms were distributed 
for parents and teachers at the 15 Islamic schools. 
5. Result 
Only 204 of parents and 104 of teacher survey form were returned from 600 survey form that been 
distributed to the 15 Islamic school in Perak. The decrease in the sample size is the result from the 
respondents not answering the entire questionnaire and also because there is six school did not mailing 
back the questionnaire in the self-addressed envelopes. 
5.1. Participant  
The respondent consisted of 204 (42% female and 58% male) parents and 104 (39% female and 61% 
male) teachers from 15 Islamic School in Perak. The respondents were invited to join the survey as they 
will benefits from the survey in term of regeneration of the physical facilities for the Islamic School. In 
general (57%) the parents are aged in the range of 41 to 50 years old while the majority of the teachers 
(46%) are aged in the range of 31 to 40 years old. Most of the parents (56%) have no education 
background and majorities (38%) of them are government servant while most of the teachers (69%) have 
degree in various fields including education, business administration, accounting and so on. The majority 
(37.3%) of the parents’ income is less than 1000 Ringgit Malaysia while majority (33.7%) of the 
teachers’ income is in between 2001 to 3000 Ringgit Malaysia. The teachers agreed (54%) that the 
income is compatible with the workload. Majority (36.5%) of the teacher has taught 6 to 10 years and 
51% of them not interested to teach at public school if the opportunity were given to them. 
5.2. Important elements in school 
There are three elements that the parents agreed least important for the Islamic School. The elements 
are the use of temporary teacher (47.5%), the subjects offered at Islamic School (38.2%) and also the 
teacher salary (20.1%). The three elements teacher think the least important for the Islamic school are the 
subject offered (58.7%), the usage of the temporary teacher (28.8%) and the student fees (21.2%). 
5.3. School Infrastructure 
Table 2. shows parents and teachers perception on the school infrastructure at the Islamic school in 
Perak. 
 
 
 
 
 
220   Mariana Mohamed Osman et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  170 ( 2015 )  215 – 224 
Table 2. Analysis on parents and teacher perception on Islamic school facilities 
 
Table 3. shows the findings from the 9 school that had mailed back the survey from. The findings 
shows that parents and teacher from 6 of the school mentioned that there are insufficient of science labs at 
the school. 5 of the school also stated that there is insufficient of computer lab at the school and one of the 
school reported the computer lab provided at the school is not functional. In addition to that there also 
demand for multimedia room and language lab even though it was not listed in the guideline. 
 
 
SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE 
 Parents Teacher 
 Percentage (%) Percentage (%) 
 Agree Disagree Agree Disagree 
The school has sufficient facilities as educational institution for the students 39.2 60.8 25.5 75.5 
The school facilities is clean and well maintained 61.3 38.7 68.3 31.7 
The school facilities and environment is safe for the students 83.8 16.2 68.3 31.7 
Lack of school facilities/ infrastructure do not influence the students 
performance 
45.6 53.9 38.5 61.5 
 The size of the classroom is conducive for educational purposes 83.8 16.2 60.6 39.4 
Number of classroom in the school is sufficient 69.6 30.4 46.2 58.3 
Number of the students per classroom should be reduce 79.9 20.1 75.0 25.0 
The classroom is in good condition and doesn’t need any improvement 47.1 52.9 19.2 80.8 
Number of laboratory provided for the school is sufficient 43.1 56.9 28.8 71.2 
The laboratory is in good condition and doesn’t need any improvement 39.2 60.8 21.2 78.8 
The size of library provided is sufficient to cater the number of students at the 
school 
44.6 55.4 26.9 73.1 
The library is in good condition and doesn’t need any improvement 42.6 57.4 21.2 78.8 
The technical workshop is in good condition and doesn’t need any 
improvement 
83.3 16.7 90.4 9.6 
Surau is one of the place for the students to get/ gain informal education on 
religion 
42.2 57.8 31.7 68.3 
The surau is in good condition and doesn’t need any improvement is good and 
doesn’t need any improvement 
96.6 3.4 97.1 2.9 
The field and court is in good condition and doesn’t need any improvement 29.9 70.1 18.3 91.7 
Hostel is very important facilities for students 86.3 13.2 98.1 1.9 
The hostel is in good condition and doesn’t need any improvement 33.3 66.7 16.3 83.7 
Number of toilets provided at school is sufficient to cater the number of the 
students   
52.9 47.1 40.4 59.6 
The toilet is in good condition and doesn’t need any improvement 36.3 63.7 22.1 77.9 
The sick room is in good condition and doesn’t need any improvement 44.1 55.9 91.2 7.8 
The counseling room is in good condition and doesn’t need any improvement 62.3 37.7 52.9 47.1 
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Table 3. Findings on provision of physical facilities in Islamic school 
Schools Findings 
SMA Mahaad Abbasiyah  There is no science lab and 
computer lab provided at the 
school  
There is no provision for bicycle 
and motorcycle parking  
SABK Maahad Al-Aziz 
 
 
 
 
Currently there only one science 
lab and one computer lab provided 
to cater for the entire student at 
the school. 
There is demand for language lab 
and multimedia room even though 
it was not one of the facilities 
enlisted in the guideline  
 
SMA Al-Ehya Diniah 
 
 
Science lab, computer lab and 
workshop are not provided at the 
school even though it was 
important facilities for the 
students. 
  There also no provision for the 
multipurpose hall at the school 
 
 
 
 
 
SABK Maahad Al-Yahyawiyah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Number of student per classroom 
is exceed the maximum number as 
per guideline 
There is demand for language lab 
even though it was not one of the 
facilities enlisted in the guideline 
Warden residential is not provided 
at the school 
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SABK Maahad Nurul Fadzliah 
 
 
There are one science lab and 
computer lab to accommodate the 
student needs.  
The teacher also demand for a 
meeting room even it was not 
listed in the guideline 
 
SMA Ad Diniah Al Islamiah 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The school does not has computer 
lab and science lab  
There is no provision for visitors 
parking  
 
SMA Raudatul Maarif Al Islamiah 
 
 
There only one science lab and 
computer lab provided to 
accommodate for the entire school 
The library size is too small and 
not big enough to cater for the 
entire school. 
The school is not provided with a 
field 
Even it not listed in the guideline 
the respondent request to have 
multimedia room at the school 
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6. Discussion 
The maximum percentage (97.1%) indicates that the teachers agreed Surau is in good condition and do 
not need any improvement. The findings show that infrastructure provided at the school is insufficient. 
Existing infrastructure such as classroom, laboratories, technical workshop, library and toilet is not able to 
cater for the entire school population. The finding shows that Islamic school in Perak has inadequate 
facilities as the planning is not following the guideline. In addition to that, both parents and teachers 
agreed that lack of infrastructure at the school will influence the student performance. 
7. Conclusion 
Physical facilities of school are the tool to the deliver teaching and learning process. The school 
management should concern on the facilities condition in order to take the right action and determine the 
area of need (Asiabaka, 2008). Regenerating physical development of school requires a generous fund 
from the government. However, the funds and subvention from the government are always inadequate 
(Asiabaka, 2008). In addition to that, area regeneration will help the government to identify the issues and 
problems regarding the school physical development. On the other hand, the school management plays an 
important role in managing financial for facilities maintenance and improvement in order to ensure the 
student performance is not affected by the school environment. Other than that school management 
should develop “School Record of Physical Facilities, Furniture and Equipment” or inventories to 
highlight the effected facilities. Government should also be more impartial and improve the funding 
system for the school facilities (Hunter,2006). 
SABK Maahad Al Iman As Syafie  
There is no provision for the 
multipurpose hall at the school  
There is demand for multimedia 
room and language lab even it was 
not listed in the guideline by 
JPBD 
SMAR Al Hidayah  
 
 
 
The computer lab provided is not 
functional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
224   Mariana Mohamed Osman et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  170 ( 2015 )  215 – 224 
 Acknowledgement 
This research was funded by Insititut Darul Ridzuan Perak for Modernizing “Sekolah Agama Rakyat”; 
An Assessment Of Curriculum Structure And Teaching-Learning Methodology In Advance The 
Teaching-Learning Quality In The Globalization And Modernization Of Era. 
References 
Asiabaka, I. P. The Need for Effective Facility Management in Schools in Nigeria . New York Science Journal, 1, 10-21. Retrieved , 
from http://www.sciencepub.net/newyork/0102/02_0366_Asiabaka_FACILITIES.pdf 
Bowers, J. H., & Burkett, C. W. (1989). Effects of physical and school environment on students and faculty. CEFPI’s Educational 
Facility Planner, 27(1), 28-29. 
Chan, T. C. (1996). Environmental impact on student learning. Valdosta, GA: Valdosta State College, School of Education. (ERIC 
Document Reproduction Service No.ED 406 722) 
Claus, R.N. and C.J. Girrbach. 1985. An assessment of the Saginaw successful schools project. Paper presented at a meeting of the 
Evaluation Research Society in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. Crowther, D., Cummings, C., Dyson, A., & Millward, A. (2003). Schools and area regeneration. Bristol, UK: 
Published for the Joseph Rowntree Foundation by the Policy Press. 
Earthman, G. I., & Lemasters, L. (1996). Review of research on the relationship between school buildings, student achievement, and 
student behavior. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the Council of Educational Facility Planners, International, Tarpon 
Springs, FL. (ERIC Document Reproduction No. ED 416 666)  
Hart, T., & Johnston, I. (2000). Employment, Education and Training. Urban Regeneration: A Handbook (). Great Britain : 
Cromwell Press. Wilts. 
Hunter, Molly A. (2006, November) Public School Facilities: Providing environment that Sustain Learnin, Retrieved from 
http://www.schoolfunding.info/resource_center/issuebriefs/facilities.pdf 
Kementerian Pendidikan Malaysia.1989.Kertas Kerja/Taklimat untuk Mesyuarat di Antara Kementerian Pendidikan dengan Exco 
Pendidikan Negeri. Bahagian Pendidikan Islam, Kuala Lumpur. 
Kementerian Pendidikan Malaysia.1989. Kertas Kerja/ Taklimat untuk Mesyuarat di Antara Kementerian Pendidikan dengan Exco 
Pendidikan Negeri. Bahagian Pendidikan Islam, Kuala Lumpur 
Kementerian Pelajaran Malaysia.1996. Laporan Kajian Status Sekolah Menengah Agama Rakyat.Kuala Lumpur: Jabatan 
Pendidikan Islam dan Moral. 
Kementerian Pelajaran Malaysia. 1992 . Laporan Kajian Trend Pembangunan Pendidikan Islam Sekolah-sekolah Agama Di 
Malaysia. Laporan Kajian Bahagian Penyelidikan Pembangunan Pendidikan (BPPP) dan Bahagian Pendidikan Islam (BPI). 
Kuala Lumpur: Kementerian Pelajaran Malaysia TACIR, Tennessee Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations 
Staff Information Report (2003). Do K-12 school facilities affect education outcomes?: Staff information report. Nashville, Tenn.: 
The Commission. 
